GALATIANS 
FREEDOM IN CHRIST 
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area in the highlands of central fs 


\ Amphipolis 
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i C Anatolia, corresponding to ee 2 
= | modern Turkey. <5 Bea 2 a 

: FE * In 25 BC, Galatia was GGA e So" fae Sat pind CAPPADOCIA a 
‘ incorporated by Augustus into the Pre a 

- Roman Empire, thus becoming a : 
Roman province. 
= iE * Paul spent time personally in the | 
cities of Galatia (Antioch of | 
—__- Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe) : 
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| oF during his missionary journeys. 
— (Acts 16:6; 18:23). 
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THE BACKGROUND > 

* Galatians was written because the churches of that region were facing a theological crisis. 

* The essential truth of justification by faith rather than by human works was being denied by the Judaizers— 
legalistic Jews who insisted that Christians must keep the Mosaic Law. 

* In particular, the Judaizers insisted on circumcision as a requirement for Gentiles who wished to be saved. 

* In other words, convert to Judaism first, and then you are eligible to become a Christian. 

* The agitators attempted to discredit Paul (Gal. 4:17), who had founded the Galatian Churches. 

* Their attacks may have taken one or more of the following forms: 

* First, they may have claimed that Paul was a renegade who had defied his superiors, the Jerusalem apostles. 
Paul responded to this attack in Galatians 2:1-10. 

* Second, they may have stated that Paul had recently argued with Peter over whether the gospel required 
Gentiles to become Jews in order to become Christians. Paul gave his account of the encounter with Peter in 
Galatians 2:11-14. 

* Third, the agitators may have spread the notion that Paul had originally preached circumcision for salvation 
(Gal. 5:11) but had recently changed his gospel so that he might more easily accommodate the Gentiles (Gal. 
1:10). 


* Paul answered that his change of outlook resulted from a revelation received directly from Christ (Gal. 1:11-24). 
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‘THE - BACKG ROUND 


* By the time Paul wrote to them, they were in the process of eccrine the true Gospel and, 

consequently, God himself (Gal. 1:6-7). 

 * They now wanted to be "under the law" (Gal. 4:21; cf. 5:1) and, specifically, to become circumcised 

(Gal. 5:2). 

__ * This transition to a "different gospel" (Gal. 1:6) was not a smooth one. 

_ * Dissension broke out within the community (Gal. 5:15; 6:3-5). 

* When Paul learned that this heresy was being taught to the Galatian churches, he composed an 
epistle to emphasize our liberty in Christ and to counter the perversion of the gospel that the 
Judaizers promoted. 

* Paul gives numerous reasons why they should return to the simple truth of the gospel. 

* Christ's death has brought in the age of the new covenant (3:23-26; 4:4-5, 24). 
* People do not have to become Jews or follow the outward ceremonies of the Mosaic law in 
order to be Christians (2:3, 11-12, 14; 4:10). 


* To require these things denies the heart of the gospel, which is justification by faith alone and not 2 
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_ FREEDOM IN CHRIST 


* The verse that demonstrates the theme of this book is Galatians 5:1, which reads: 
“It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be 
subject again to a yoke of slavery.” 

This book has been called the “Christian Declaration of Independence” 

This book explains the believer's new relationship with God. 

We're freed from sin. 

We're freed from the Law. 

We're adopted as children of God. 

We're counted as spiritual children of Abraham, whether we're Jews or non-Jews. 


x * * &€& * OK 


And we're all empowered by the Holy Spirit to do good works, something sin 
prevented us from doing and the Law never enabled us to do. 


MAIN THEME OF GALATIANS 


* In his sin-bearing death, Christ is a substitute for all Christians. He brings them into a new realm 
of freedom and life (1:4; 2:20; 3:13). 


_ * The gospel of Christ comes from God alone—not from any human source. Paul himself is a 


living example of this. His conversion to Christ and his apostleship were not through human 
means. They came through direct revelation from Christ (1:1, 11-12, 15-20). 

~ * Salvation comes not by works of law but by faith, which leads to justification (2:16). 

 * To require circumcision and other Mosaic laws as a supplement to faith is to fall back from the 


* 


realm of grace and freedom and to come under the whole law and its curse, since perfect 
observance of the law is impossible (2:12-14, 16; 3:10; 4:10; 5:3). 

Believers have died with Christ to sin and therefore have renounced the flesh (Gal. 5:24: 6:14). 
The Spirit is the source of power and guidance in the Christian life. He produces love and faith 
in the believer (5:6, 16, 18, 25). 

___ * The Christian life is one of pleasing Christ. This requires willingness to suffer persecution for 
__ the sake of his cross (1:10; 6:12, te ee 
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OVERVIEW OF GALATIANS 


INTRODUCTION (Gal 1:1-10) * THE SENTIMENTAL ARGUMENT (Gal 4:8-20) 


1. Salutation (Gal 1:1-5) * THE ALLEGORICAL ARGUMENT (Gal 
2. Reason for the letter (Gal 1:6-10) 4:21-31) 
PAUL'S DEFENSE OF HIS APOSTLESHIP (Gal THE CALL TO STAND FAST IN THE LIBERTY OF 
1:11-2:21) THE GOSPEL (Gal 5:1-6:10) 
* THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF HIS GOSPEL (Gal * A LIBERTY THAT EXCLUDES THE NECESSITY 
1:11-17) OF CIRCUMCISION (Gal 5:1-6) 
* HIS RELATIONSHIP TO THE OTHER * A LIBERTY THAT FULFILLS THE LAW (Gal 
APOSTLES (Gal 1:18-2:21) 5:7-15) 
* A LIBERTY IN WHICH ONE IS TO BE LED BY 
PAUL'S DEFENSE OF THE GOSPEL OF THE SPIRIT (Gal 5:16-26) 
JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH (Gal 3:1-4:31) * A LIBERTY WITH A SENSE OF 
* THE PERSONAL ARGUMENT (Gal 3:1-5) RESPONSIBILITY (Gal 6:1-10) 
* THE SCRIPTURAL ARGUMENT (Gal 3:6-25) 
* THE PRACTICAL ARGUMENT mahi 3:26-4: 1) CONCLUSION (Gal 6:11-18) 
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